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CALENDAR

Summer has FINALLY arrived — our Gym season is finished, the Vecirek
and Spring Fling Recognition Dinners are under our bellies and our next
meeting isn’t until September. But don’t forget about Sokol during our
vacation from the Norway House!

Any interesting trips planned this summer? If you care to share your
adventures with your fellow Sokols drop me note.

There will be new challenges starting in the fall - Folk Fair, the Jaternice
Dinner, and planning for the 2013 Milwaukee Slet.

Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar.

Monthly General Membership Meetings
First Monday of the Month

7:00 to 9:00pm at the Norway House
(No meeting in July & August next meeting on Septembefl2, 2011)

NOTE WE STILL NEED SOMEONE TO HOST THE SEPTEMBBWEETING
IF INTERESTED PLEASE LET ME KNOW.

PicnicAugust 28, 2011
(details forthcoming)

Czech & Slovak MoviSeries

October 16, 2011
All My Loved Ones

January 29, 2012
Ceska Sen (Czech Dream)

April 15, 2012
Lives of Others

Check our web site for updates and changes.
www.sokol-milwaukee.org

To submit an item for the calendar or an article or letter for publication or to suggest a topic that you would like included
in this newsletter please contact the editor at: Gerald Novotny, 1409 lowa Drive, Madison, W1 53704, Phone: (608) 241 -
9080 E-mail: novotnyOl@sbcglobal.net
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Vecirek Dinner & Volunteer Award Winners

It was billed as “An Evening of Fun, Food &
Frivolity and a big Dekuji (Thank you) to all our
Folk Fair and Jaternice Dinner volunteers.”

Golden Family — Jaroslav & Frances Novotny

Are we having fun?

By all accounts the this year’s April 16 Vericek at
Alioto’s Restaurant was a rousing success.
About 55 members, volunteers and guests
enjoyed an excellent meal followed by an
awards presentation and after dinner folk
dancing lead by the Moja Vlast dancers.

Our 2011 award winners are as follows.
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Colleen O’mahar — Golden Whirlwind Winner John Kozlik — Golden Service Award

Photos courtesy of John Stevens Family
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Spring Fling & Recognition
Dinner

Colleen O'Mahar and Pat Hron

Because our 2010 recognition dinner didn’t quite

happen, this year's combination Spring Fling and Thomas & Rita Mauermann in costume directly from a
Recognition Dinner saw an unusually large number Civil War reenactment event

of honorees. After enjoying a family style dinner of

pork and chicken thirty-five members were honored

for service ranging from 5 to 70 years.

In addition to the length of service awards, Colleen
O'Mahar was honored as the 2011 Most Valued
Member. While not all our honorees were able to
attend we were pleased to have Mildred Liska
present to be honored for 70 years in Sokol.

John Kozlik directs the raffle
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Gymnastics Program

Update
SEASON WRAPS UP

Our intra-class meet was held on April 19™, our
Annual Exhibition was on May 13™, and with the
Central District meet on May 21 our gym
season came to a close.

It was a difficult season in some ways. Our small
class size and slow start caused us to cancel the
gymnasts program at the Holiday Folk Fair this
year. And spotty attendance not entirely the
fault of the weather made lesson planning a
challenge. But those students that stuck with us
can be proud of their achievements.

Girls Class from Left to Right: Instructor Cindy Stevens,
Jasmine, Amanda, Catarina and Instructor Rebecca
Schoepke.

INTRA CLASS MEET RESULTS

The field was small but some very good
performances were turned in. For the Girls -
each placing first in their brackets were:
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Jasmine Claudio (43.85 points); Catarina
Thompson (44.7 points): Amanda Thompson —
(44.85 points).

For the boys Deven Batcher (43.3 points) edged
out Alex Gallatin (42.8 points) to place first.

Congratulations to our gymnasts and thanks to
our judges, Jaroslav Novotny, Frank Novotny,
Denise Stevens and Anna Feldmeier.

Boys Class: Deven and Alex.

CENTRAL DISTRICT RESULTS

This year two of our gymnasts competed at the
Central District meet in Brookfield IL.

Alex Gallatin put in a good effort. Improving on
his score from last year with 73.2 points Alex
placed 4™ just 5.3 points shy of third place.

Just to get her to the competition Amanda
Thompson’s mother had to drive from Girl Scout
camp back to Milwaukee to meet Jim Hron at
5:00 am so that he could shuttle her to the meet
by the 7:00 am start time. Amanda scored 26.8
points, but moving to a higher level this year she
didn’t repeat her first place finish from last year.
Amanda’s mother, Kari Thompson, and Jim
Hron deserve medals just for getting her there.
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3 Weddings in 3 Weeks 60 Years Ago

In June 1951 three well known Sokol couples were
married within the span of three weeks.

After graduation from high school Frances Marsicek

moved from her farm home to Milwaukee and joined
Sokol. Two of her fellow Sokolice, Vlasta and Rose

Novotny invited her to visit them where she met their
brother Jaroslav. Jaroslav and Frances were

Blanche Haluza and LeRoy Baumann had been in married at Spaulding Michigan on June 16'1951.

Sokol gym classes since they were young children.
As boys and girls classes were on separate nights,
they may have first met at the annual New Year’s
Eve exhibition at Bohemian Hall. Blanche first
remembers being aware of LeRoy while marching
behind him in a Sokol parade in Chicago. She
thought the curly-haired boy was kind of cute. On
June 2, 1951 they were married, at St. Rose Church
in Milwaukee. Two weeks later, Leroy Baumann left,
having been called up from the reserves for the
Korean War, and they didn’t see one another for a
year.

Jerome and Rosemary Zelenka met as students at
Stout State University (now UW-Stout). While in
college, Jerome played in accordion in a band and
Rosemary would go with mutual friends to hear the
band. The friendship turned into a relationship and
they were married the in the same week they
graduated in Rosemary’s, home town of Edgerton,
Wisconsin on June 9, 1951.

Congratulations to all and thank you for your
many years of service to Sokol.
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Czech Artist Exhibits in Madison

gratifying she realized that if she continued she

Aol Biind Becdiion would never get back to her art.

& MMoCA Gallery Night
Friday, May 6, 2011 . . . . .
5p-9p Now back in Madison, married with two children,

el Sl e Jaroslava mixes art and family life. Making sure her
children know the Czech language is a little
challenging but they get together with other Czech
families in the Madison area who meet occasionally
and “make their knedlik.” Being with others that
speak Czech helps makes it less strange for them.

Jaroslava hopes her children will be able to summers

with their grandparents in the Czech Republic.

By Gerald Novotny

On a Friday night in May my wife Terrie Anderson
and | attended an Artists Opening Reception at in
Madison. There we met Czech artist and Madison
resident Jaroslava Sobiskova who was one of the
featured artists. We went specifically hoping to
meet her but on arriving at the gallery your reporter,
too shy to introduce himself, avoided speaking up
until his wife intervened and we visited for a few
minutes with this very interesting and talented
woman.

Ms. Sobiskova hails from Karlovy Vary in the Czech
Republic. After the 1968 Soviet invasion she found
living under the communist regime intolerable and

Besides
i ) o painting Jaroslava creates fiber art and teaches
tried hard to find a way to escape. Her political L , ) . .
felting including techniques combining wool and silk.

The paintings on display featured botanical and

nature themes. Using many layers of paint and gesso

activities finally made the government decide they’d
be better off rid of her and she was allowed to
emigrate. While IIV”?g. n Ne\./v York ? fr.len(.‘l she produces a surface texture with a lot of relief.
suggested that she visit Madison. Finding it to her One painting Terrie and | both liked was obviously
liking she relocated and enrolled at the University of
Wisconsin. After finishing school in 1993 she
returned to the Czech Republic to help with the

rebuilding of her homeland. There she found herself

some sort of plant life but part of it reminded me of
the buttons on a saxophone while she saw the
tuning pegs of a guitar. In art everyone sees

something different.
To know more about Jaroslava Sobiskova you could vigit

her studio at 1804 S. Park Street or check out her
offered a very responsible position at the website at http://www.jarka.ws/

working for Dasha Havel, wife of President Vaclav
Havel, at the Civic Forum Foundation and was

Foundation. Although the work was interesting and
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MOJA VLAST Dance Group Corner

Moja Vlast Folklorny Subor traveled to the Czech
and Slovak Republics in July 2010 and many of you
have asked for more pictures. We had a wonderful
time and were able to perform in both Slovakia and
the Czech Republic. Two of the pictures are from
Prague. We went on a walking tour and stumbled
upon the Czech Sokol building, which was a large
historical building and was wonderful to see, along
with all the beautiful architecture that only Prague
has to offer. Prague has managed to stay fully intact
throughout many wars and battles. We toured many
churches, museums and castles during our trip and
also an ice cave. It is truly a memorable city and the
group really enjoyed their experience there and
hopes to go back very

soon.

We performed in many places, but one of the most
memorable was a small town called Nove Mesto Nad
Vahom and we met new friends from the little village
and were extremely well received. We also,
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participated in a parade in Nitra that led into the town
square where 22 groups, including us performed. It
was a wonderful experience and an unforgettable
experience.

Since our Czech and Slovak Republic tour we have
been busy performing and practicing. We hope to be
able to go back to the Czech and Slovak Republics
soon. Our next show is Moravian Days, which is the
3rd weekend of September in Lemont lllinois and
then the Holiday Folk Fair in November.

We are also, currently seeking new dancers 16 and
up for the adult group and 8-15 for the junior group. If
anyone would like more information or to book us for
a show please call Sonia @ (414) 313-3063 or email
us at mojavlast@aol.com

Mystery of the Missing Donation Solved

Vikioria Miklosovi | Ladislav Struhdr

Just a few of the items donated by Mr. McCoy

At our March meeting Mary Ann Gross relayed a message
from Mr. Stanley McCoy. He had delivered a large box of
items, books, videos and Czech costumed dolls to the
Norway House. The items were intended as a gift to Sokol
but he had received no confirmation the items been
received. A search of our Library cart didn’t turn up any
evidence of his donation.

The mystery was solved at the next Tuesday Gymnastics
class when Jim Hron produced a large box from the
bottom shelf in our store room. A woman at the Norway
House had passed it on to him but he had not known who
it was from. Since Jim wasn’t able make the March
meeting the rest of us were at a loss to say what had
become of the missing donation.

Our thanks again to Mr. McCoy for his generous donation.
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Note: This excerpt is from an article by Alan Hamari
that originally appeared in the Journal —Sentinel
Online My Community EIm Grove. You can read the
complete article at
"http://www.elmgrovenow.com/news/118850089.html

Sure, | suppose you could pour salt on your order of fries
yourself. Or insert a compact disc in a CD player by
hand. But really, where's the fun in that?

It was the more complicated, the better for Pilgrim Park
Middle School seventh-graders last week as they
squared off in the school's annual Rube Goldberg
competition.

Teams of up to five students spent three weeks building
Rube Goldberg devices - complicated contraptions that
use pulleys, ramps and other devices to complete a
simple task - and the top 15 machines went head to
head in the school's library last week.

"l think we're always impressed every year by what the
kids come up with," seventh-grade science teacher Anna
Feldmeier said. "They're really clever."

Feldmeier has helped run the school's competition for
more than a decade. Students spend class time working
on the machines, but a lot of the work is done on their
own.

Teachers are there to supervise and make sure the
machines meet the competition's theme and guidelines,
but other than that, it's pretty hands-off, science teacher
Sarah Reedy said. "We turn our class over to them
basically,” Feldmeier said.

Each of Pilgrim Park's seventh-grade "houses" holds a
competition, and the five top-scoring machines advance
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Rube Goldberg feldmeier

to the school wide competition. Parents and other family
members are invited to watch the kids run their
machines, and winners are announced during an
assembly later in the day.

The students really get into the competition, the teachers
said. "We have to kick them out of class at the end of the
hour," Feldmeier said. "The kids say it would be nice if
they could do this all year."

The students aren't discouraged if they run into
problems during the competition, in which they have to
complete two successful runs in five minutes.

"They also take a lot of pride in them," she said. "You
could tell if their machine didn't

SOKOL SCHOLARSHIPS

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce
this year’s award winners. We wish them
continued success in their educational endeavors.

Walter Wenzel Awarded $2000

Walter just completed his sophomore year at UWM —
Milwaukee in Political Science and International Studies.
He has maintained a 4.0 GPA after 2 years of college.
He is the grandson of Marcella Wenzel. Walter is a
member of Moja Vlast Czech-Slovak Dancers and has
worked in the Sales and Cultural Booths at Folk Fair and
at the Jaternice dinner.

He has made the Dean’s Honor List 2010-Present and
received other academic and community awards.

Rebecca Schoepke Awarded $1500

A 2011 graduate of New Berlin Eisenhower High School
with a 4.124 GPA, Rebecca is the daughter of Greg and
Mary Jo Schoepke. She will be attending St. Louis
University and pursuing a degree in Physical therapy.
Rebecca has been a gymnastics instructor at Sokol. She
has also worked at the Jaternice Dinner and baked for
Folk Fair. Other activities include Varsity Track and
Tennis.
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About Sokol/Sokolice SHORT NEWS ITEMS
Mi | waukeeég

Kim and Michal Nehoda have a new baby, Tobias Niklas
Sokol/Sokolice Milwaukee is a Nehoda, born on May 16, 2011 and weighing in at 8 lbs
Czech educational, cultural 140z and 20.5 inches long.
and physical fitness

R . Girls Gymnastics Instructors Cindy Stevens and Rebecca
organization offering

Schoepke graduated from high school this year. Cindy will

gy.mnastic classes and be attending UW- Waukesha and Rebecca will be at St.
activities for people of all ages Louis University.

and ethnic backgrounds.
Our condolences to Kelly Quick and her family on the loss

her stepfather Don on May 19, 2011.




