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lva Bittova visits Sokol

At the Norway House Friday March 18, 2011

N

Czech singer, violinist and composer Iva Bittova visited Sokol at the
Norway House on the Friday evening before her Saturday March 19"
performance with Milwaukee’s Present Music Ensemble. Her
appearance at this special “Meet the Composer” event hosted by
Present Music and Milwaukee Sokol was funded part through the
Meet-The-Composer MetLife Creative Connections program.

Billed as a talk and question-and-answer session, the event became
more of a mini-concert as Ms. Bittova sang and played a number of
pieces to illustrate the variety influences on her music and her
unique style of singing with the violin. This was far more effective
than just words would have been.

Bittova sang in English, Czech, Slovak, Yiddish and even threw in a
shippet of a Mozart opera by way demonstrating the range of her

Continued on Page 3
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According to Radio Prague, when a woman is
pampered by a man, Czechs say “chova ji ve vati¢ce”
— he keeps her in cotton wool — as if she were a
precious breakable object. Or “chova ji jako vejce
malovany” he treats her as if she were a painted egg.
The latter refers to Easter eggs which are blown out of
their shells before they are painted and need to be
handled with extreme caution.

This is a little hard to square with another Czech
Easter custom. Men and boys either make willow
switches and walk around on Easter Monday, lightly
whipping girls and women in the family or among
friends. The ritual is supposed to provide good health
for those who are whipped.

But you wouldn’t whip a painted egg would you?

Monthly General Membership Meetings
First Monday of the Month
7:00 to 9:00pm at the Norway House

April Czech Movie CANCELED

Vericek Dinner
April 16, 2011
Al i t @octksils 5:30 Dinner 6:30
See pagé® for details

142nd ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Friday May 13, 2011
7:00 pm at the Norway House

Spring Fling/Recognition Dinner
dune gh
Meyer's — Cocktails5:00 Dinner 6:00

Check our web site for updates and changes.
http://www.sokol-milwaukee.org/

To submit an item for the calendar or an article or letter for publication or to suggest a topic that you would like included
in this newsletter please contact the editor at: Gerald Novotny, 1409 lowa Drive, Madison, W1 53704, Phone: (608) 241 -
9080 E-mail: novotnyOl@sbcgobal.net
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Iva Bittova with Present Music

Photo by Angela Morgan

Czech singer, violinist and
composer lva Bittova performed
the Present Music Ensemble at
the Humphrey Scottish Rite
Masonic Center on Saturday
March 19, 2011. The concert
sponsors included Milwaukee
Sokol and Wisconsin Czechs.

Quoting Elaine Schmidt’s review
in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel
Iva Bittova “lives in a musical
world of her own but she
graciously invited Saturday
evenings Present Music audience
to visit for a couple of hours.”

it would be difficult to name
another performer whose sound
is similar. Bittova performs in
wide range of musical styles
including jazz, rock, classical, and
opera. Add birdsongs to mix and
the results are completely unique.

Iva was born in 1958 in Bruntal in
northern Moravia. Her mother
Ludmila was a teacher and her

father Koloman Bitto was a
musician with the ability to play
almost any instrument he picked
up. His playing on string bass,
cimbalom, guitar, and trumpet
was strongly influenced by his
Slovak homeland.

Iva started on the violin at an
early age but admits to not being
fond of practice. After a career as
an actress she again turned to

Photo by Angela Morgan

The first part of the concert
featured Iva performing solo, with
voice and violin, on six of her
compositions. She sang in
Czech, English and Yiddish.

The Present Music Ensemble
then played the Double Sextet by
contemporary composer Steve
Reich.

After an intermission Iva returned
for another half dozen of her
pieces accompanied by the
Present Music Ensemble.

with Eric Segniz, violin, Adrien
Zitoun, cello, Marie Sander, flute,
Bill Helmers, clarinet, Cory
Smythe piano, Scott Kreger, bass
and Terry Smirl, percussion.

With or without the Ensemble Iva
was clearly the star. Again
quoting, Elaine Schmidt, the “real
magic” Saturday “lay in her

magnetic, completely irresistible
personality.”

‘ R\
Photo by Angela Morgan

IVA VISITS SOKOL
Continued from the front page.

-musical influenes. She
charmed the Norway House
audience with both her music and
little stories of her life. Her
unigque voice and enthusiastic
delivery are among her
outstanding characteristics.

As usual, treats were served Frlday

If you missed this event you can
get a taste of Iva’s music by
viewing these you-tube videos
taken by Laura Russart, of
Present Music:

http://www.youtube.com/user/Pre
sentMusicl



http://www.youtube.com/user/PresentMusic1
http://www.youtube.com/user/PresentMusic1
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Gymnastics

Program Update
WFLA PIZZA NIGHT

On February 15, 2011 the Lodge 48
of the Western Fraternal Life
Association (WFLA) visited our
regular Tuesday night gymnastics
class to put on a pizza party for our
young gymnasts and staff.

i /4N J N
Come and get it!

Although our class size is down this
year we must be working them hard

as they consumed 5 pizzas and more.

Patiently waiting to be served.
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Joe Kuzma dishes it out.

Our thanks to Joe and Janet Kuzma,
Jarka Axtell, Ann Trochta, Marcella
Wenzel, Matt Wenzel, Vera Frazier,
Darinka Kohl and all the fine people
at WFLA for providing this mid-
winter treat!

Darinka Kohl slices the good stuff. To
heck with Pizza!

142" Annual
Exhibition

Milwaukee Sokol will hold its 142"
Annual Exhibition on Friday May
13, 2011 at 7:00 pm at the Norway
House. The date was moved to a
Friday with the hope that more of our
members will at able to attend. Girls
Instructor Rebecca Schoepke has
written the Calisthenics Routine that
will be performed that night. Class
Awards will also be presented. We
have a small class this year but they
have worked hard (at least at times!).
Please show your support for the
program and help us recognize their
efforts on May 13"

Instructor Rebecca Schoepke here
with Sharialy (left) and Angel (middle)
Ortiz.

NEW UNIFORMS
ARE HERE

Michael Rivera and Alex Rios model
our new uniforms.

It took some time but our new Sokol
uniforms have arrived. Despite some
problems with the sizing we do look
more like a gymnastics team now.

¥ (W

Nice vault but where’s your uniform?
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Gathering at the Vericek

April 16th, 2011

5:30p.m.--Cocktail Hour /Cash Bar %széne//e/

@b"ig Io] 6:30p.m.--Buffet Dinner

7:30p.m.--Award Program/Entertainment

Vericek is an evening of food, fun, friends and frivolity along with a huge
Dékuji (Thank you) to all who worked so hard to make the Holiday Folk
Festival, Jaternice Dinner and Bazaar a huge success!!!!

o)

<: e Alioto’s
Ghank Vo, 3041 N. Mayfair Road
Wauwatosa, WI 53222

% FREE to our members & volunteers who have worked four hours or more at our two major events.
% $17.95 for anyone who would like to join us at this evening of food, fun and fellowship.

There will be a dessert table so bring you favorites to share!
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Reservations due April 8th, 2011 (No late calls for reservations) I (4 T
QBracias

Please make FREE reservation(s): ¢

For Area(s) worked

For Area(s) worked

For Area(s) worked

Please make reservations at $17.95 each for

Make check payable to SOKOL/SOKOLICE Milwaukee. PLEASE PAY IN ADVANCE

04@.9 The following are my nominations for....

GOLDEN SHOE: Time & Miles Spent

GOLDEN WHIRLWIND: Energy & Ingenuity

GOLDEN FAMILY: Dedication & Number

GOLDEN SERVICE: Above & Beyond

Send reservations and nominations to:  Cheryl LoCicero

198 E. Gauer Cir. &
Milwaukee, WI 53207 Tesekkurler
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In memoriam
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Our condolences to sister Jean (Falarsch) Guse. The following obituary was
published in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel on February 18, 2011.

Guse, Gerald A. “Jerry” Of Menomonee Falls. Born to Eternal Life February 16, 2011,

age 72 years. Beloved husband of Jean (Nee Falarsh). Loving father of Jeffrey and
Jon Guse. Dear brother of Kathlyn (Frank) Misch. Further survived by other relatives and friends. Visitation
Sunday, February 20, at the Harder Funeral Home from 1:30 pm until time of funeral service at 3:00 pm.
Entombment Wisconsin Memorial Park. Jerry was a retiree of the Menomonee Falls School District.

Author Arnogt Lustig
The Czech Jewish writer, Arnost Lustig died in
Prague on Saturday at the age of 84. A survivor of
several Nazi concentration camps, he made the
Holocaust the central theme of his work that includes
novels Dita Saxova, A Prayer for Katefina
Horovitzova, Lovely Green Eyes, and many others.
He also worked as a reporter at Radio Prague in the
1950s.
Arnost Lustig would have
perhaps never become a writer
if it weren’t for the Holocaust.
He wanted to be a traveller or
an aviator, he said in an
interview, or a judge. But in
1942, he and his family were
taken to the Terezin
concentration camp, and later
to Auschwitz and Buchenwald.
This experienced formed
Arnosét Lustig as a man, and as
an author. When he told people after the war about
what he saw in the camps, no one believed him — so
he decided to put it down. In an interview for Radio
Prague in 2007, Arnost Lustig recalled how he
started writing.

“For example, | liked my school teacher a lot. When |
told him where | came from and what happened, he
started petting my head. He treated me like a silly,
crazy, sick man, he didn't believe it. | thought it was
impossible to share this experience. So | started
writing, and they accepted it because they
considered it very authentic. And then | discovered
the magic of writing. It is a magic, and you get paid
for it, so you can choose it as a profession.”

His first book, a collection of short stories entitled
Night and Hope, came out in 1957. Five years later,
he published one of his most famous novels, Dita

dPixogagaboufwhat it gag like to go on living after

going through the camps. He went on to write more
than 50 other books, including
Lovely Green Eyes which was
nominated for the Pulitzer
Prize in 2003. After the war,
Arnost Lustig became a
reporter. He covered the 1948
Israeli-Arab War and later
worked at Radio Prague, the
international service of
Czechoslovak Radio. He
joined the Communist Party
hoping the new regime would
establish true democracy,
freedom and tolerance. But he lost his illusions about
communism when he was asked to agree to a death
sentence for Milada Horakova, a democratic
politician who was put on a show trial and executed
in 1950.

“I was in the radio when a comrade from the Central
Committee came and explained that Milada
Horakova was a super-traitor, an arch-traitor, and
that she would be executed. He asked if we agreed
with it. Everybody agreed, including me.

“But then | came home and asked myself, how can |
agree with the execution of someone whom | don't
know? This was the first disturbing feeling | had, and
from then on, | never raised my hand for anything |
was not convinced about.”

Arnost Lustig left Czechoslovakia after the Soviet-led
invasion of 1968, and lived in Israel and the United
States before returning to Prague after the fall of
communism. His friends said he kept his good
humour and optimism until his demise to cancer in a
Prague hospital on Saturday.

From: Radio Prague Feb 28, 2011.



http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/author-arnost-lustig-dies-at-84/pictures/ctk1102/lustig1.jpg
http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/author-arnost-lustig-dies-at-84/pictures/knihy/lustig_dita_saxova.jpg
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Sokol Family History
4 Generations Married at
St. Wenceslaus

Here’s a little snippet of Sokol family history. If
you have a family story you would like to share we
would be happy to publish it here.

St. Wenceslaus (now Our Lady of Guadalupe) parish
was founded in 1883 to serve a growing Czech
colony on the Milwaukee’s south side. Frantisek
Vesely and Adolfina Boril, both from the small
Bohemian Village of Borova had separately found
their way to Milwaukee and were married at St.
Wenceslaus on May 28, 1904.

A year later a daughter, Mary, was born and
baptized at the church. The Vesely’s had two more
girls, Ruzena and Adele, before returning to Borova
in 1909. Two more children were born in Borova.

In 1920 Mary Vesely, age 16 returned to Milwaukee.
Later she was followed by her sisters Ruzena
(Cech), Adele (Macek), and Jaroslava (Reznicek)
The boys Karel & Frantisek remained in Europe.

Not many miles from Borova, in the Village of Ceska
Jablonna, Frank Novotny was born in 1886. He
arrived in Milwaukee in 1907. On June 9, 1923 Mary
Vesely and Frank Novotny were married at St.
Wenceslaus. They had 4 children one of whom died
as an infant. Their 3 surviving children were
baptized at the church.

Their oldest daughter, Vlasta Novotny was to
married James Hron at St. Wenceslaus on April
30,1955.

James and Vlasta had 5 children, James, Denise,
Tony, Anna, and Christine. In 1960 Vlata’s sister
Rose Novotny was married to Allen Hron at St.
Wenceslaus. Rose and Allen unfortunately had no
children.

On July 22, 1978 James Hron married Patricia
Newstrom making the 4™ Generation in the family
married at the Church.

Spring 2011

Bonus question: How many current and former
Sokol members are descended from Frank &
Adolfina? [Your editor honestly doesn’t know the
answer].

Interior of St. Wenceslaus.

1Q test?

1. Do they have a 4™ of July in England?

2. Some months have 30 days, some have 31. How
many have 28 days?

3. If a doctor gave you 3 pills and told you to swallow
| every half-hour, how long would they last?

4. A farmer had 17 sheep. All but 9 died. How many
sheep does he have left?

5. How far can a dog run into the woods?

ANSWERS
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Modern Czechs Fight US Civil War

April 16™ marks the 150" anniversary of the start of
our Civil War. This will be a big year for Civil War
reenactments. Curiously not all such events take
place in this country. In the Fall 2006 Edition of our
newsletter (surely you save them!) Harold Kralik had
a very nice article on the 26" Wisconsin Regiment.
This regiment had a large contingent of Czech
immigrants in its ranks. Apparently the exploits of
26" Wisconsin still inspire some Czechs, as this
article, on Civil War re-enactors in the Czech
Republic, attests.

The battle was staged by the Czech American Civil War
Association, which holds at least one or two of these
events every year.

Island No.10, Prague 2002, photo:

A number of American Civil War Associations from other

countries also came to take part in the re-enactment.
Many of the participants spent an entire weekend living
in encampments on the river. Some of them take these
events so seriously that they try to recreate the
conditions that Civil War soldiers lived under as closely as
possible.

Speaking behind Confederate lines, Dusty Eisenberg a
Bavarian from the 7th Georgia cavalry explains what it's
like: "Yeah it's a different world. You leave your car
behind you -all your modern stuff. You live in the 1860s.
This is strange but everyone likes it, because we have
really authentic re-enactors here who do everything in
the correct way. They have old bibles and haversacks, and

Spring 2011

only eat the correct stuff [from that time]. They don't
[even] have watches or modern glasses..." The Czech
American Civil War Association's president Andrea
Kralova got involved in hosting re-enactments such as
these because of her fascination with the U.S. Civil War,
which took place between 1861 and 1865. "l love history
and learning about olden times. | was interested in
cowboys and Indians and then | started learning about
the American Civil War. | discovered that this is a very
good subject to find out more about. There is so much
stuff to learn. For instance, one interesting thing is that
more American soldiers died in the Civil War than in all
the other wars they fought. So it's a very interesting
history."

Island No.10, Prague 2002. photo:

One reason why the Czech American Civil War
Association holds events such as these is to remind
Czechs that the American Civil War is also part of their
history. As Andrea Kralova explains, many Czechs
emigrated to the United States in the 1800s and a lot of
them ended up getting involved in the conflict:

"It was the Austro-Hungarian Empire in those days.
[Many] Czechs moved to North America [at that time],
and they fought in the American Civil War. They usually
fought for the North but there were some on the
Southern side as well. They fought for Texas on the
Southern side and for the Northern side they fought for
the 26th Wisconsin and lllinois divisions as well as a
number of other units. But most Czechs fought for the
26" Wisconsin division on the northern side. We found a
lot of Czech names there." Anyone interested in finding
out more about the Czech American Civil War Association
can visit their website at: www.cacwa.cz.

Source: Radio Prague.
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Sokol Music-

Josef Suk@anuary 4, 1874 May 29, 1935
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If you have attended our annual gymnastics exhibitions you would immediately recognize the long trumpet fanfare introducing the
famous Sokol march written by Josef Suk. The following is reproduced with the permission of TRN Music Publishers

(trnmusic.com).

Toward a New Life

by Daniel Turner

Josef Suk (1874-1935) was
internationally renowned as a composer,
teacher, and violinist in the early years of
the Twentieth Century. He entered the
Prague Conservatory in 1885 as an
eleven-year-old and studied violin,
music theory, and composition. In 1891,
he became the student of Antonin
Dvorak, who was then professor of
composition at the conservatory. After
he completed a year of study with
Dvorak, Suk embarked on a career in
composition, taught at the Prague
Conservatory, and became a member of
the famed Czech String Quartet, with
whom he performed over four thousand
concerts before his retirement in 1933.
Suk married Dvorak’s daughter, Otilie
(Otylka) in 1898, and later served four
terms as Rector of the Conservatory. He
was appointed to fill the Conservatory’s
chair of composition in 1922, and as a
teacher, passed Dvorak’s influence to the

next generation of Czech composers and
performers, including Boshuslav Martinu
and Suk’s grandson Josef, a great
violinist in his on right.

As a composer, Suk’s music won the
approval of Brahms, who recommended
Suk’s work to his publisher. By the turn
of the century, Suk was regarded as the
leading composer of the modern Czech
school. Suk was greatly influenced by
Dvorak and he was especially
comfortable with instrumental music - -
piano, string orchestra, and orchestra.
Though his music is clearly Czech, it is
not inspired by folk idioms. Toward a
New Life is an example of Suk’s heroic,
late-Romantic style.

Toward a New Life, Op. 35c, was first
sketched in April 1919, when the Czech
army was called into action to protect the
southern districts of Slovakia. Patriotic
fervor was running high when Suk
produced the three highly evocative
works of which “New Life” is a part. In
its first version, the march was combined
with the two other patriotic works,
Meditation Upon the Chorale of St.
Venceslaus and Legend of the Victorious
Dead, to form Opus 35. The march,
however, was sketchy, containing only a
20 measure first and second strain and a
40 measure trio. For the autumn 1919
music festival sponsored by the
Czechoslovak Sokol Organization, Suk
entered the march, arranged for piano
duet, with an added 31 measure fanfare
introduction and was awarded first prize.
He then expanded the march and scored
it for symphony orchestra. At its
premiere in June 1920 at the Sokol

Festival in Prague, the march proved so
popular that it was named the official
march of the festival and was used
yearly for the Festival Parade until
World War I1. In 1932, Toward a New
Life again earned Suk a first prize, this
time at the musical contest held in
conjunction with the 1932 Los Angeles
Olympic Games. During World War Il,
the brilliant opening fanfare was used as
the radio signature for broadcasts of the
Czechoslovakian Government in exile.
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violin

In 2009 President Vaclav Klaus awarded
violin virtuoso Josef Suk an honorary
plaque at Lany Chateau on Wednesday
on the occasion of Mr Suk’s 80th
birthday. Josef Suk, great-grandson of
the composer Antonin Dvorak, is one
of the most significant violin players
of the 20th century. During his career
spanning more than five decades, he
has performed around the world, and
focused particularly on classicist and
romantic music.




Sokol/Sokolice Milwaukee
7507 W. Oklahoma Avenue

Milwaukee, Wi 53219
(Located in the Norway House)

About Sokol/Sokolice
Mi | waukeeé

Sokol/Sokolice Milwaukee is a
Czech educational, cultural
and physical fitness
organization offering
gymnastic classes and
activities for people of all ages
and ethnic backgrounds.




