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SOKOL PICNIC 

 
August 28, 2011 – On a beautiful Sunday Milwaukee Sokol 

celebrated the end of summer and beginning of a new season. Now 

that our batteries are recharged it’s time to get back to planning the 

new season’s activities and events.  On page 8 you can review your 

committee assignments.  

 
Some serious Bocce Ball.  More pictures on Page 3. 
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Calendar 

 

Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar. 
 

Monthly General Membership Meetings 
First Monday of the Month 

7:00 to 9:00pm at the Norway House 
 

International Holiday Folk Fair 
 

November 18 -20, 2011 
 

Folk Fair Baking Schedule 
 

October 8, 2011  8-2 pm 
 

October 15, 2011  8-2 pm 
 

October 29, 2011 8-2 pm 
 

November 16, 2011 8-?  
 

Czech & Slovak Movie Series 
 

October 16, 2011  
All My Loved Ones 

 

January 29, 2012  
Ceska Sen (Czech Dream) 

 

April 15, 2012 
Lives of Others 

 

Check our web site for updates and changes. 
www.sokol-milwaukee.org 

 

To submit an item for the calendar or an article or letter for publication or to suggest a topic that you would like included 

in this newsletter please contact the editor at: Gerald Novotny, 1409 Iowa Drive, Madison, WI 53704, Phone: (608) 241 -

9080 E-mail: novotny01@sbcglobal.net  
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Sokol Picnic
Our Sokol Picnic featured perfect weather, great 

food and chance to catch up with folks after the 

summer break.  Plentiful amounts of delicioust 

food were enjoyed by all.   

 

Our thanks, once again this year, to Grillmaster 

John Stevens and to Entertainment Director, 

James Hron 

. 

 
The traditional water balloon toss. 

 

 

 
Keep your eye on the balloon Tony. 

 
Good follow-through demonstrated by our 

Secretary Cheryl LoCicero. 
 

Schoepke National Merit 

Award Winner  

 
Rebecca Schoepke received  a National Merit 

Award from American Sokol.  Rebecca attended 

our  gymnastic classes starting at age 7 and 

went on to serve as a gymnastics instructor at 

Sokol Milwaukee.  She is currently attending St. 

Louis University.  In her Merit Award essay she 

notes that she will already have friends at Sokol 

St. Louis that she met while attending several 

Sokol Instructors schools. Congratulations 

Rebecca and best wishes at St. Louis U. 
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Sokol Czech and Slovak Movie Series Starts 
 

Our Sokol movies series kicks off this month with “All 

My Loved Ones” a drama about a fictional Jewish 

family, the Silbersteins, in Czechoslovakia just prior 

to World War II.  This movie was to be shown in April 

but due to a mix up in the schedule was canceled. 

The Silberstein family, secure in its place in Czech 

society, is slow to fully comprehend the Nazi menace 

that overshadows their lives.  The backdrop of the 

drama is the story of the real life hero, Nicholas 

Winton, who, as a young stockbroker, was 

responsible for arranging the rescue of 669 Czech 

children.

 

Train carrying Czech children arrives in London, 1939. 

In the winter of1938 he was about to leave on a 

skiing vacation in Switzerland but decided instead to 

travel to Prague to help a friend who was involved 

with Jewish relief activities. Once there, he set up an 

organization to aid children of Jewish families.  

Britain had passed a law allowing refugees younger 

than 17 to enter the country if they had a place to 

stay and a bond of 50 pounds for a ticket to return to 

their country of origin after the war.  Winton found 

sponsors and the money for 669 children, most of 

whom lost their entire families during the war. He 

continued his efforts until the German invasion of 

Poland when the last group of 250 was sent back to 

Prague after the borders were closed. 

 

 

Winton served with the Red 

Cross and RAF during the war 

and afterwards married.  

However not even his wife knew 

of rescue efforts until 1988 when 

she found in their attic his 

notebooks and records of the 

children and the families that 

sponsored them. Eventually the 

full story came to light. 

Director Matej Mináč wrote a book, Nicholas 

Winton’s Lottery of Life, telling the story of how 

Mináč came to know the Winton story and make this 

movie.  The book was published by American 

Friends of the Czech Republic and Brother LeRoy 

Bauman was able to obtain a copy of the book for 

our library.  

 

The film features excellent performances by noted 

Czech actors, Josef Abrhám and Libuse Safránková.   

Nicholas Winton celebrated his 102nd birthday in May 

of this year. 

 

Nicholas Winton celebrated his 100
tth 

birthdayin 2009. 

 

See the Calendar on page 2 for other movie in the 

series. 
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In Memoriam ς Gladys Bohnak 
Bohnak, Gladys M. (Nee Kostlan) Born to eternal life October 6, 

2011, at age 96. Beloved wife of the late Stanley. Dear sister of the 

late George, Frank and Robert Kostlan. Survived by many nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and friends. Her funeral service was 

Monday, October 10, at 11AM, at WISCONSIN MEMORIAL PARK-

Chapel of the Chimes, 13235 W. Capitol Dr., Brookfield.   
 

Gladys Bohnak joined Sokol on April 1, 1932.  She would have celebrated 80 

years in Sokol next  year.  Thanks to Mary Zelenka for providing this notice.  

 

 

 
Gymnastics Program 

Update 

 

2011-12 SEASON STARTS 
 

On Tuesday September Jim Hron, Cindy 

Stevens, and Gerald Novotny arrived at the 

Norway House and set up the mats, vaulting 

box, beam, pommel horse and parallel bars and 

then we waited.  We were ready but would we 

have a class to teach?  At the end of  last 

season our class had dwindled to just a few 

committed gymnasts. 

 

Concerned about the drop in our enrollment we 

tried several new ideas this year.  We purchased 

a 3 x 8 foot vinyl banner to hang outside the 

Norway House (where we lease space for our 

meetings and gym program) so people passing 

by would know “we are here.”  Jim Hron also 

delivered over 1,000 flyers to neighboring 

schools. And we again used our yard signs, web 

site and e-mails to families of former students.  

 

When became time for class to start we had our 

answer as eight bright new faces and one 

“veteran” walked through the door.  We have a 

class!  The next week we added another couple 

more new students and three more returning 

gymnasts.  

 

Our enrollment is up to 13 which is encouraging 

but we would like to build on that number. We 

are planning another bring a friend night and  

are open to any ideas you might have to bolster 

enrollment.   

 

It’s not too late to sign up, so if you know any 

children K- 12 that would like to learn 

gymnastics (and have fun while doing it) please 

send them down on Norway House on Tuesday 

nights at 6:45 to see what we offer.  
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Sokol Family History 
The article below is reprinted from The Record, Park River, North Dakota and was contributed by John Kozlik.  

When the article was published in 1989, Katherine Dub, John’s aunt, was.98 years old.  She lived to 104 years 

old proving that kolache and long life go together.  If you have some family history to share, we’d be happy to 

publish it here.
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Historian Stepanka Korytova 

Receives Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stepanka Korytova, faculty in International Studies at 

Indiana University Bloomington, is the 2011 recipient 

of the Zirin Prize by the Association for Women in 

Slavic Studies (AWSS). The Zirin Prize “aims to 

recognize the achievements of independent scholars 

and to encourage their continued scholarship and 

service in the fields of Slavic or Central and Eastern 

European Women's Studies.”  

 

The Zirin Prize Committee presented the award to Dr 

Korytova based “on both her track record of 

innovative scholarship and a current research 

agenda that promises to make an important 

intervention in Slavic women’s studies.” Dr Korytova 

has “amassed an impressive record of scholarship, 

including monographs in both English and Czech on 

immigration to the United States from the Czech and 

Slovak lands. She complicates the story of the 

American immigrant experience by focusing our 

attention on immigrants as not only recipients of 

charitable aid for newcomers, but as providers of 

assistance to members in their communities.”  

Korytova’s current research focuses on the many 

dimensions of Global Human Trafficking. The Zirin 

Prize is bestowed on her “in the hopes of 

encouraging and supporting her study of sex 

trafficking in Central and Eastern Europe, and 

recognizing her past scholarly accomplishments.”  

 

MOJA VLAST Dance Group Corner 

By Sonia Riecan 

 
Moja Vlast dancers perform at Moravsky Den. 

 

Fall has been enjoyable for Moja Vlast Folklorny 

Subor.  On Saturday September 24th, 2011 the 

dance group headed to Lemont Illinois to listen to 

Moravanka, which is a traditional Czech band from 

the Czech Republic that plays Czech, Moravian and 

Slovak songs. The band played past 12 am and the 

dance floor was packed until the end. It was a fun 

time!  

On September 25th, 2011 we performed at the 72nd 

annual Moravsky Den. The show went well 

extremely well and we had a great time and enjoyed 

performing, dancing and tasting all the yummy 

Czech foods and bakery that were served. Anyone 

who didn't attend definitely missed out. As November 

approaches we are busy getting ready for the 

Holiday Folk Fair and recruiting new dancers. If 

anyone would like to join us we are seeking male 

and female dancers age 16+ for the adult group. If 

you would like more information about the group or 

to book us for a show please call Sonia @ (414) 313-

3063 or email us at mojavlast@aol.com 

 

 

Historian Stepanka Korytova, known to many of 

our members from her time as a visiting scholar 

at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 

2003, has recently been honored.  The following 

article and photo are reprinted from the Indiana 

University web site. 
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Milwaukee Sokol Committee Assignments
 

Here is list of your current committee assignments.  

If your committee has not met recently perhaps it’s 

time to get together. 
 

Need a time and place to meet?  How about the 

Norway House before the regular monthly 

membership meeting?  The executive committee 

meets at 6:00 pm so the doors are open and there are 

plenty of tables and chairs. 
 

Please report any changes in committee assignments 

to our Secretary Cheryl LoCicero. 
 

AUDIT COMMITTEE (3yr)  

John Kozlik 

Jarmilla Skowera 

Jeanne Swendowski 
 

BUDGET/FINANCE COMMITTEE (3yr)  

Greg Schopeke 

Mel O’Mahar 

John Stevens 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (2yr)  

James Hron 

Sonia Riecan 

Cheryl LoCicero 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS (2yr)  

Jarka Axtell 

Harold Kralik 
 

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE (2yr)  

Holiday Folk Fair – Pat Hron (Chair) 

Jaternica Dinner – Cheryl LoCicero 

Vericek Dinner – Cheryl LoCicero 

Spring Fling/Recognition – John Kozlik 

Holiday Luncheon – Sonia Riecan 
 

BOARD OF INSTRUCTORS (2yr) 

Gerald Novotny – Director of Men 

James Hron – Director of Women 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE (2yr)  

Sonka Tostrud 

Sonia Riecan 
 

 

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (2yr)  

Harold Kralik 

Mary Medo 

Jarslov Novotny 
 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE (2yr)  

Sonia Riecan 

Jarka Axtell 

John Kozlik 
 

Sokol Exhibit at Wisconsin 

Slovak Heritage Museum 
 

On October 2, 2011 the Wisconsin Slovak Heritage 

Museum staged a very interesting exhibit on Sokol in 

Wisconsin featuring 

uniforms, photos 

and other 

memorabilia. 

 

The  museum 

located in Cudahy. 

and open the first 

Sunday of the month 

from noon to 4 pm. 

Admission is free.  

 

The exhibits are 

changed monthly. 

You can find out 

about coming exhibits on the internet at 

wisconsinslovakhistoricalsociety.org 

 
 

Slovak Sokols on Parade. 
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Sokol Music̞  
 

LEOĠ JANĆĻEK (1854 ï 1928)  Composer for a New Republic 
By Gerald Novotny 
 

In this segment on Sokol music we 

turn to the most important of the 

Czech composers to have written 

music for Sokol, Leoš Janáček. 

Janáček was born Hukvaldy, 

Moravia on July 3, 1854. His father, 

a teacher, hoped that Leoš would 

follow him in that profession, but 

given Janáček's musical abilities, he 

had the boy enrolled at the Abbey of 

St. Thomas in Brno in 1865.  In 1872 

he became a junior master at Brno 

teachers' training college.  From 

1874 to 1876 he was a student at the 

Prague Organ School.   
 

Back in Brno he joined the local 

Sokol club in 1876 at age 22 and 

remained an enthusiastic Sokol, and 

Czech patriot, until his death 52 

years later. After further studies in 

Leipzig and Vienna, he returned to 

Brno and took an appointment as 

director of the organ school, a post 

that he held until 1919.  In 1880 he 

married a student of his Zdenka 

Schulzová, just shy of her 16th 

birthday, and insisted on wearing his 

black Sokol tunic despite the 

disapproval of her German mother. 

In the 1880’s he began an intensive 

study of folklore and folk music. He 

pioneered the use of the photograph 

to collect Moravian and Slovak folk 

songs.   

 

In 1893 he composed Hudba ke 

kroužení Kužely (Music for Club-

Swinging Exercises). The Sokol in 

Brno performed to the pieces at their 

annual display in 1893. At the Third 

Prague Slet in 1895 a large group of 

Moravian Sokols again performed to 

Hudba ke kroužení Kužely.  The 

music became popular and was 

adopted by Frantisek Kmoch for his 

brass band. 

Real success as 

a composer 

eluded Janáček 

until his opera 

Jenufa, 

composed in 

1904, was finally 

performed in 

Prague in 1916.  

In the newly 

independent 

country of 

Czechoslovakia, reputation grew and 

he became, in the words of Miroslav 

Smka, “the composer for a new 

republic.” 

 

His greatest orchestral work – the 

Sinfonietta – is also part of the 

Sokol musical heritage.  After 

listening to military brass bands in a 

park he was inspired to write some 

fanfares for brass. When organizers 

of the 1926 Slet asked for a 

composition for the festival he was 

so inspired that he created a 5 

movement work within a few weeks. 

 

He dedicated the work to the 

“Czechoslovak Armed Forces” and 

when he saw it titled the Sokol 

Sinfonietta in the program prior to its 

premier in Prague he protested “No 

Sokol – Military Sinfonietta!” though 

he had in fact written it for the Slet. 

 

 
Today the composition is usually 

called simply “Sinfonietta,” The first 

performance was in Prague on June 

26, 1926 by the Czech Philharmonic 

Orchestra under the direction of 

Vaclav Talich.  The first movement, 

the “Sokol Fanfare”, was performed 

as separate work at the 8th Slet on 

July 27, 1926. 

 

Readers of a certain age may 

remember the 1970’s progressive 

rock band Emerson, Lake and 

Palmer and their song “Knife Edge” 

that was based on the Sokol Fanfare 

from the Sinfonietta. 

 

Janáček died on August 12, 1928. 

His funeral was attended by a Sokol 

honor guard. 

 

   

The 1887 Prague Slet was 

canceled by the Austrian 

government. But a contingent of 

Sokols from the US was already 

in route. At a smaller event held 

in Cesky Brod they performed 

with Indian Clubs introducing this 

form of exercise to the Czech 

Sokols. 



 

Sokol/Sokolice Milwaukee 

7507 W. Oklahoma Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wi  53219 
(Located in the Norway House) 

 

 

 

About Sokol/Sokolice 

Milwaukeeé 
 

Sokol/Sokolice Milwaukee is a 
Czech educational, cultural 

and physical fitness 
organization offering 
gymnastic classes and 

activities for people of all ages 
and ethnic backgrounds. 

Attention Bakers  

It has been reported that some coffin trays, 

plastic bins and other baking supplies seem 

to have been misplaced.  If you have any of 

this equipment please return it to the baking 

crew at the Norway House.  See calendar 

page 2 for baking schedule. 


